
































eo ae 





OF 





4 

ae or > 3235 9 c) a 9 GIvn fae : 29,» 

Me > i PS we sah > of ob orky 2. Sel las se 
ay, 20° > © 239 © © > 8 992 da ee at Yi} 6 
Bee 2 “Jas CLS VESTS ) OTOH AS Dee Ea aLD > 
ar 3 Roe s 7 5, 9.0.9 > 2d 2092 Re ath MR We Sailer | 
a 

oe 025 2° FROMe THE» O48 

Seger > > tes) 

et nt ates, A de ese) 

eae a? 5 >» 2 208 

Aaa 

by By, 

any 


a YEARLY MERIT? NG OF INDIANA, 






IN CONSEQUENCE OF 





AND OF 3 
. ie 
b, * EXTRA DISCIPLINARY PROCERDINGS ON THE PART OF SAID at mee a 


YEARLY MELTING AGAINST THEM. 





“INDIANA: PRINTED. ye 
BLIN: ‘RE-PRINTED BY WEBB ie pe a 


160, GREAT BRUNSWICK-STREET 









acta Month, 1843. 





PROCHEDINGS, 


&c. 





Ne At a Convention of Friends held at Newport, Wayne county, 
Indiana, 2nd month 6th, 1843, for the purpose of deliberating 
“more fully on the propriety of reorganizing the Yearly Meeting 
of Indiana upon the true principles, and in accordance with 
| ‘the discipline and usages of the Society of Friends, and in 
“unity with the practice of the Yearly Meetings of London and 


; Dublin 3 





¥ 
“of the call for the Convention, the following named Friends 
were appointed a committee, to take the whole subject in all its 


a 


GCharles Osborn, 
Isom Puckett, 

_ Newton Stubbs, 

* Stephen Bogue, 

_ Jonathan Macy, 
John Shugart, 

_ Jonathan Swain, 

_ Walter Edgerton, 
Benjamin Stanton, 

- Obadiah Jones, 

_ Henry H. Way, 

_ Aaron Lindley, 

_ Mordecai Bond, 

_ George Shugart, junr. 
~ Daniel Puckett, 

_ Bailey Pearson, 

_ William Beard, 

_ Jacob Grave, 














Zachariah Shugart 
Caleb Wickersham, 
John H. Bond, 
William Way, 
Joel Hayworth, 
David Macy, 
Thomas Maxwell, 
Barnabas Hunt, 
Levi Coffin, 
Samuel Charles, 
Ruth Maulsby, 
Martha Wooton, 
Mary Stubbs, 
Priscilla Place, 
Phebe Macy, 
Gincy Ballenger, 
Betsey Stanton, 
Sarah Charles, 


Henry H. Way was appointed to serve the Convention as 


After a free and full expression of sentiment on the subject 


bearings under solid consideration, and report the result of their 
BP iberations to a future sitting of this Convention :— 


Beulah Puckett, 
Anna Thomas, 
Elizabeth Hayworth, 
Mary Beverley, 
Arcada Hill, 
Sarah Gardiner, 
Narcissa Cox, 
Mary Pickett, 
Ruth Shugart, 
Abigail Hinshaw, 
Anna Jackson, 
Benjamin Thomas, 
Jacob Hockett, 
Micajah C. White, 
Joseph Davis, 
William Macy, 
William Ballenger, 
Robert Cox. 


. Then adjourned to meet again at one o’clock, P.M. 


3rd day, 2nd mo. 7th, near the time adjourned to, the Conven 


| REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE. 
_ The committee appointed yesterday, to take into considera- 
on the subject for which this Convention was called, reports 
t after mature and solid deliberation, we agree in judgment 


B 
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that it would be right for this Convention now to proceed to 
re-organize Indiana Yearly Meeting, on the true principles of 
the Society of Friends. That a committee be appointed to afford 
such assistance as they may be enabled to give, in reorganizing 
and maintaining Quarterly, Monthly, and Preparative Meetings. 
That a time and place be now appointed to hold a Yearly Meet- 
ing, to which those subordinate meetings may report ; and that 
this body take such other measures as may be necessary for the’ 
advancement of the cause of truth. 
Signed on behalf of the Committee, 
BENJAMIN STANTON, 
Purse Macy. 


The above report, after mature and deliberate consideration, | 
was unanimously adopted, with the exception of two individuals, 
who spoke in submission [to the views of the larger Yearly 
Meeting of Indiana. | | 

Friends then proceeded to the transaction of business, in the 
capacity of a Yearly Meeting. The following are the minutes | 
of its proceedings : 


MINUTES OF THE NEW YEARLY MEETING. 


{n consequence of the departure of Indiana Yearly Meeting 
of Friends from the true and genuine principles of the Society, | | 
in regard to our testimony against Slavery, and because of its | 
arbitrar y, proscriptive, and unchristian measures; a meeting of 

Anti-Slavery Friends convened at Newport, Wayne County, 
Indiana, and after giving the subject a serious and deliberate. 
examination, it was “the iano conclusion that the circum. | 
stances under which we are now placed, as members of that. 
body, render it indispensably necessary to separate ourselves 
therefrom. We therefore now, the 7th day of 2nd month, 1843, 
associate ourselves together as a religious society, in the capa-| 
city of a Yearly Meeting, under the title of Indiana Yearly | 
Meeting of Anti-Slavery Friends,—embracing in its limits all 
those members of Indiana Yearly Meeting who adhere to the 
genuine principles of the Society, residing in the district. 
described in the discipline of the Yearly Meeting from which 
we now separate ourselves. ) 

Walter Edgerton was appointed clerk, and Newton Stubbs 
assistant. 

The following Friends were appointed, in conjunction with a. 
similar committee from women’s meeting, to draft an instrument 
declaratory of the causes which have rendered it necessary for 
us, as members of Indiana Yearly Meeting of Friends, to adopt 
the course we are now pursuing in regard to our present’ 
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‘ganization, viz. Jacob Grave, Benjamin Stanton, Walter 
gerton, Samuel Charles, Charles Osborn, Newton Stubbs, 
d Henry H. Way, and produce it to a future sitting. 

Isom Puckett, Barnabas Hunt, Levi Coffin, Benjamin 
Thomas, Mordecai Bond, Jonathan Swain, Daniel Puckett, 
John Fellow, Edward Thornburg, Enoch Macy, Newton Stubbs, 
nd Stephen Bogue, were appointed to propose to a future 
tting the names of friends to constitute a Meeting for Suffer- 
ings, on the part of this meeting. 

_ Bailey Pierson, Joseph Comer, Wm. Beard, Elisha Hampton, 
Daniel Hill, Stephen Marshall, Zachariah Shugart, Ellison 
Osborn, Tiddeman Jessop, John H. Bond, Andrew Jackson, 
James York, Lewis Thornburg, Jonathan Macy, Aaron Lindley, 
‘Allen Grave, Hezekiah Hutchens, and David P. Grave, were 
appointed to propose to a future sitting the names of Friends to 
constitute a committee to have the care of the concerns of the 
‘people of color. 

| William Beard, Samuel Charles, Seth Hinshaw, William 
Dennis, William Way, Caleb Wickersham, Nathaniel Swain, 
Charles Osborn, John Shugart, Solomon Wright, James 
Maulsby, Robert Green, Obadiah Jones, and John Hickson, 
Were appointed, in conjunction with a similar committee from 
Women’s meeting, to take into consideration and report to a 
iture sitting, what to them may appear the most suitable time 
nd place to hold this meeting in future. 

‘Then adjourned to meet at three o’clock to-morrow, P.M. 

mq Fourth day afternoon, 2nd mo. 8th, near the time adjourned 
to, Friends assembled. ; 

_ The committee appointed yesterday to bring forward the 
ames of Friends to constitute a Meeting for Sufferings, pro- 
osed the following Friends, which was approved, and they are 
cordingly appointed to that service, namely :— 





























Charles Osborn, Enoch Macy, Daniel Puckett, 
Jacob Grave, Walter Edgerton, James Maulsby, 
John Shugart, Robert Cox, John Fellow, 


Tsom Puckett, John H. Bond, Mordecai Bond, 

enry H. Way, Daniel Hill, George Shugart, junr. 
jamin Stanton, Jonathan Swain, Aaron Lindley, 

nuel Chai les, Newton Stubbs, William Hough, 

jamin Thomas, Levi Coffin, Jacob Hockett. 

en Bogue, Barnabas Hunt, : 





€ committee, appointed to nominate Friends to constitute 
mmittee to have the care of the concerns of the people of 
or, proposed the following, which was approved, and they 
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are appointed accordingly, and are directed to report to. ourn nex 


Yearly Meeting :— 


Zachariah Shugart, 
Nathan Coggshall, 
John Shugart, 
William Ballenger, 
Stephen Bogue, 
Bailey Pearson, 
Nathan Macy, 
Charles Osborn, 
Obadiah Jones, 
William Hough, 
John Bond, 

Isom Puckett, 
George Shugart, junr. 
John Hickson, 
George Thomas, 
Daniel Hill, 

Levi Stout, 


The names of women Friends on this committee are :— _ 


Ann Jones, 

Gincy Ballenger, 
Mahala Mason, 
Anna Jackson, 
Martha Wooton, 
Amelia Bond, 
Rachael Unthank, 
Anna Thomas, 


Benjamin Stanton, Charles Osborn, Samuel Charles, Jona 
Swain, Jonathan Macy, Walter Edgerton, H. H. 
, Jacob Grave, Hiram Hough, and Daniel Hill, wer 
appointed to draft an address to each of the Yearly Meeting os of 
Friends on this continent, and one to those of London 
Dublin, and produce them to a future sitting. 








Joseph Comer, 








> 
Benjamin Stanton, 
Mordecai Bond, 
Jacob Grave, 
Hezekiah Hutchens, 
David Macy, 
James Maulsby, 
Robert Cox, 
William Way, 
Caleb Wickersham, 
Walter Edgerton, 
Enoch Macy, 
Nathaniel Swain, 
Seth Hinshaw, 
William Macy, 
Jonathan Swain, 


Betsey Stanton, 
Asenith Thomas, 
Mary Pearson, 
Ruth Maulsby, 
Rachel Beeson, 
Narcissa Cox, 
Abigail Cox, 
Mary Stubbs, 


- H. H. Way, 











Newton Stubbs, — 4 
Solomon Talbert, ~— 
William Beard, 
Nathan Hiatt, 

Aaron Lindley, a 
Micajah C. White, — 

Ellison Osborn, 
Daniel Puckett, 


Israel Hough, * 99 
Daniel Hunnicutt, 
John Maulsby, ; 
Jesse Dennis, ag 
Thomas Maxwell, — 
Levi Coffin. 


Sarah Gardner, - 
Elizabeth Hayworth, ; 
Mary Pickett, a 
Phebe Macy, 

Amelia Elliott, 
Susanna Macy, 
Edith Osborn. 


The meeting then adjourned to meet at 11 o’clock to-mor row 


morning. 


Fifth day morning, 2nd mo. 9th, Friends assembled accord g 


to adjournment. 


The committee appointed to prepare an instrument deca 


ide our present measures, produced the following declaratic 


which was adopted :— 


DECLARATION OF THE NEW YEARLY MEETING. 


We feel ourselves called upon by the circumstances in w. 
we are placed, in justice to ourselves, to the Society of Fr 
throughout the world, to the cause of truth and righteousne 
the earth, and by a just regard to the feelings of the comm 
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e, to make a public declaration of the causes by which we 
een driven into our present position. It is reasonable to 
ect that the public should be desirous of information on this 
ect; and we believe it right that we should make them 
ainted with the circumstances which have reduced us to 
ecessity of separating from those with whom we have for- 
y been in connection, and to organize ourselves into a 
ety of Friends, upon the true principles of that society, in 
h we may enjoy those religious privileges and benefits 
ich we highly prize, and of which we have been arbitrarily 
d unhappily deprived by the proscriptive measures of the 
ling part of the Yearly Meeting. 

Before we proceed to the statement of the causes of separa. 
n, it will be proper to declare that we have not separated 
m the principles of the Society, nor from its testimonies and 
pline, but from that body of members who have departed 
m our testimony against slavery, and from a due respect to 
discipline. We wish it distinctly understood, that we have 
ypted no new doctrine, nor any new system of church govern- 
; that we claim to be, in the strictest sense of the word, a 
ty of Friends, with no other nominal distinction in the 
e which we have adopted, than that which is necessary to 
nguish us from those from whom we have separated, and to 
ess our adherence to our well known testimony against 

























: iehoagh it is a humiliating consideration, yet by a reference 
the history of the past, we find that there is a universal 
bility in all associations, both civil and religious, to deteriora- 
and corruption. Even the first Christian church organi- 
n, the purest the world ever witnessed, departing little by 
le from the truth as it is in Jesus, finally arrived at such a 
of depravity, as to advocate or connive at all kinds of 
edness—at the very works of the devil himself, which the 
author of the religion it professed came into the world 
Stroy. 

: ipssladirig to the convictions of truth upon their under-_ 
ings, the primitive Friends were not only enabled to discover 
‘of the corruptions which had gradually found their way 
Christendom, but were also induced to bear a faithful testi- 
against them. They separated themselves from those 
us communities with which they were formerly connected, 
order that they might have an opportunity to strengthen 
courage one another in the support of their religious 
ples and testimonies, they formed themselves into a dis- 
ig lous society. 
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And although they seem to have taken the greatest precau: 
tion, in order to prevent a recurrence of similar corruptions and 
abuses in the church, as appears by their various lucid declara- 
tions of sentiment, their powerful reasoning in support of thei 
principles and doctrines, and their forcible and scriptural defi- 
nition of the power and ‘authori ity of the church ; as well as the 
duty and obligation resting upon its individual members. relative 
thereto, showing that without the aid and assistance: of the 
power and spirit of God leading thereto, no decision or deeree 
of the church is available, and that “it is the duty of each indi- 
vidual member to assent to the judgment of truth, whether 
pronounced by few or many, independent of any worldly ox 
selfish consideration ;—yet facts and circumstances connected 
with the society in this country at the present time, sorrowfully 
demonstrate the inefficiency of all this, good as it is in itself, 
without a frequent and effectual recurrence to first principles, 
without that deep and heartfelt concern to ascertain the truth, 
and to perform that which duty requires at our hands, which is 
the only conservative exercise calculated to prevent the influx 
of that natural depravity, as we before observed, to which all 
such institutions are liable. 

As the Society of Friends was first gathered, and that most 
emphatically under the influence of this concern and exercise, so 
by the descending of the same mantle upon their successors, it was 
enabled to see the entire sinfulness of various practices, which 
in its infancy escaped attention; such as buying, selling, an 
holding slaves, the use of intoxicating drinks, &e. and so long 
as it as a body continued in this situation, there was a gradual 
approximation to perfection in its testimonies. Throngh the 
unremitted labours of Woolman, Benezet, and kindred spirits, 
Friends of the Yearly Meeting of Philadelphia cleared them- 
selves from holding slaves, from whence the concern spread to 
the other yearly meetings on the continent, with the same happy 
result. About this time; James Pemberton, Warner Mifflin, 
and many other friends eminent for their piety and virtue, 
apprehending that much advantage to the cause of the oppressed 
Africans might be derived from duly enlisting all classes of the 
community in their behalf, engaged in the formation of associa- 
tions for that purpose, within the liniits of several of the Yearly 
Meetings, and the most gratifying consequences were the result. 
Under the influence of these societies, feelings of friendship and 
commisseration for this oppressed and deeply injured people 
increased and spread through the country, until public senti- 
ment became so changed as to abolish slavery by law in seven 
of the original states of this confederacy. But after much E008 
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iad been effected through the agency of these institutions, a 
combination of adverse circumstances conspired to change the 
surrent of feeling. ‘The hand of cruel avarice became afresh 
nerved to its unholy grasp by the prospect of extensive gain, 
through the facilities offered by the invention of the cotton gin.* 
This prospect and desire of gain was not confined to those im- 
mediately engaged in holding slaves, but extended with lamen- 
table effect to many of those in the free states inclined to enter 
into mercantile or manufacturing operations. This class in- 
cluded a number of the most wealthy and influential in the 
Society of Friends, in the Middle and Eastern States; and the 
natural and consequent intercourse between them and the Slave- 
holders of the South, had a direct tendency to leaven them into 
the same lordly, pompous, and intolerant feeling. This cir- 
cumstance taken in connection with that of the formation and 
active operation of the Colonization Society, instituted mainly 
by slave-holders, and purposely for the removal of the “free 
people of colour’ from the country, and in order that none of 
the despised class might enjoy liberty among us, almost sealed 
the fate of genuine Anti-Slavery feeling in the Society. The 
associations instituted for the purpose of creating this feeling 
were suffered to go down, and the energies and resources of the 
people were prostituted to that of sending out of: the country 
those who already enjoyed personal freedom, instead of being 
applied to the alleviation of the distresses of the bondman. In 
short, the cold hand of apathy and the still more withering 
influence of an inveterate prejudice spread almost a universal 
zloom around the cause of African freedom. There were still, 
however, those in different parts of the country who bore a 


*In consequence of the invention ofthis machine (by Eli Whitney of Mas- 
sachusetts about the year 1809,) the process of cleaning the raw cotton 
from the seeds with which it is filled is much facilitated, and the cultivation 
of cotton is rendered vastly more profitable. It gave a great impetus to the 
system of slavery and the internal slave trade in the United States.—Ed. 

+ We believe it has been owing, to a considerable extent, to the influence 
and agency ofthis class in the Eastern States, that the opponents of the 
Anti-Slavery cause at present amongst us have succeeded in so completely 
changing the character of the proceedings of our Yearly Meeting. It has 
also been through their representation, or misrepresentation, that some of 
our transatlantic brethren have been induced to join them in opposition to 
us. They have persuaded them that a difference of circumstances exists 
between England and America, and such as to render it altogether improper 
to engage in an enterprise in the latter, which it would be right to approve 
and promote in the former. This difference, however, although repeatedly 
asked for, and recently attempted to be given, has never been exhibited to 
us. On the contrary, their objections to Friends joining with others, are 
such as all must see, upon moderate reflection, are equally applicable to the 
Society on both sides of the Atlantic, 
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decided testimony against the spirit of the times. In 1832, a 
resuscitation of the “Anti-Slavery cause commenced in one of. 
the Eastern States.* 

But the appearance of animation being but small at first, but. 
little apprehension of its becoming an efficient organization was 
entertained by many of its enemies until some time afterwards. 
And although no Anti-Slavery Society existed within the limits. 
of this Yearly Meeting until several years subsequent to the, 
above date, yet there were a number of those among us who. 
bore testimony against the spirit to which we have. referred. 
This number holding an influence to some extent in the society, 
the Yearly Meeting. in 1836 issued the following advice relative 
to the subject under consideration :-— 

“We feel ourselves called upon at the present time, affection-. 
ately and tenderly to caution all our dear friends to take no 
part in, nor render any aid to any political association on the. 
subject of African slavery, which is or may be founded on prin-, 
ciples either directly or indirectly having a tendency to promote. 
the unrighteous work of expatriation, it being our settled con-, 
viction that this work, as a condition to the slaves being libera-; 
ved, is unjust and oppressive.” Advices similar to this were, 
issued at different successive periods, and much care taken to; 
speak in an encouraging manner in regard to those engaged in. 
the present Anti-Slavery enterprise ;—“and Friends affection-, 
ately advised to be so alive to our testimony against slavery, as, 
neither through prejudice or otherwise to cast any discourage-| 
ment in the way of those who are faithfully labouring to pro-| 
mote universal emancipation, whether such labourers be found) 
within or without the pale of society,” but to “endeavour to 
spread the concern, and enlighten the minds of the people, by 
giving circulation to such publications as are calculated to ad- 
vance the cause of immediate emancipation on Christian PEE 
ciples.” 

“ And a concern has been felt to arise that Friends generally 
may be stirred up to renewed diligence in faithfully maintaining 
our testimony against slavery ; not shrinking therefrom on 





* This was the Massachusetts Anti-Slavery Society, the first ever | 
lished on the principle of the inherent sinfulness of Slavery, and the conse-| 
quent moral rightfulness and necessity of immediate and unconditional eman- 
cipation. All Anti-Slavery societies heretofore had recognized the expediency 
of some delay—the necessity of some preparation for freedom; admissions 
which put the Slaveholder’s conscience to sleep, and sa weakened the zeal of, 
the Slave’s advocate, that the whole Anti-Slavery struggle became resolved 
into a question of time and not of mperative duty. From this Massachusetts 
Society have arisen all the associations for the overthrow of Slavery now 
in active operation in the United States. aes 


| 
| 
| 





scount of opposition, or the fear of persecution ; but that we 
ay individually be willing, in true simplicity, to inquire whe- 
er there is not something for us to do for this suffering portion 
‘our fellow-creatures. We do not wish any to engage in active 
easures on any other ground than a sense of duty, and in 
scordance with our well-known principles; yet we would encou- 
wwe all to a close examination as to what is required at their 
ands, and how they may employ the talents committed to them 
wr noble purposes, in the advancement of the blessed work of 
niversal emancipation, by meckly yet boldly, either publicly 
¢ privately, pleading the cause of the oppressed.” At the same 
me, however, some recommendations to consider whether the 


me had not come in which it would be most safe for members | 


f our religious society to abstain from mixing with others in 
enevolent associations, &c. were contained in the minutes of 
1€ meeting ; and were no doubt the sentiments of some who 
rere the real friends of immediate emancipation, and weightily 
onsidered by others of this class, who, like Pemberton and his 
rorthy coadjutors in the cause, had joined with others in the 
ormation of Anti-slavery Societics. But as they had become 
onvinced of the necessity of “ endeavouring to spread the con- 
ern, and enlighten the minds of the people,” and as they could 
\ot discover any plan which would so effectually facilitate the 
ccomplishment of this desirable object, they could not, for 
onscience sake, abandon those societies which they had been 
nstrumental in gathering, the good effects of which had now 
yecome obvious, and thus cause the interest which had been 
xeited in behalf of their suffering brethren and sisters in bonds, 
o languish or totally disappear: and seeing the work in which 
hey were engaged was so highly spoken of by the meeting, and 
hat the advice on this head was given on account of a fear that 
ome of our principles might be compromised, and not in conse- 
juence of the actual existence of anything of the kind ; they 
herefore continued actively engaged as before, confidently 
yelieving that preservation would be experienced in the per- 
ormance of so necessary a work, although it might render them 
ut times somewhat more exposed. 

Here it is worthy of remark, that ever since the issuing of the 
advices repudiating the Colonization scheme, there were some 
of our prominent members open advocates of that institution, 
who appeared to have been fired with indignation at the expres- 
sion of such sentiments, evidently entertaining a settled purpose 
to prostrate the Anti-slavery cause and its advocates in the Society, 
if ever a favourable opportunity should present. And now, as 


this cause progressed, the main body of its enemies, who had 
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heretofore entertained but little apprehension of its success, and 
who had remained apparently in almost a state of indifference 
in regard to the subject, through the alarm taken and commu- 
nicated by those of kindred spirits in the Eastern States, and 
by discovering the project so gratifying to their prejudices (the 
Colonization scheme) to sink in public estimation, in conse- 
quence of the Anti-slavery movement, together, through the 
instrumentality of the individuals above referred to, suddenly 
became aroused to action, and inspired with a determination to 
arrest its onward course. Hence no time was lost at thisfavour- 
‘able moment in taking occasion, from the circumstances in which 
we were placed by the advices referred to, to cry out, “ insub- 
ordination,” “ want of proper subordination to the authority of: 
the church,” &. Advice in regard to joining with others from 
year to year grew more and more positive, gradually however 
becoming divested of the mask under which it was at first 
covered, and approximating as time advanced, and as the Anti- 
slavery cause prospered, to the full development of that Pro- 
slavery spirit which has so sorrowfully found its way into the 
bosom of society, and which the following exhibition of facts 
and circumstances will serve more fully to “llustrate. : 

It should be recollected that the advice of which we have been 
speaking was originally intended by the friends of the Anti- 
slavery cause to refer to all benevolent societies without distine- 
tion. In 1849, in the renewal of, the advice, it was applied to 
two only —“ Abolition and Colonization Societies’—the latter of 
which, as before brought to view, had been specially condemned 
as being unjust and oppressive in its nature and tendencies, and 
hence it was artfylly chained to the former, in order, if possible, 
to sink the character of the Abolition Societies to at least an 
equal depth, without an open manifestation of special hoatinay 
thereto. 

In 1841, the pppasiien becoming more emboldened, it was 
again repeated, and. confined to Anti- -slavery Societies altoge- 
ther ; and even the use of our meeting houses was refoseen to 
such societies for their accommodation in the transaction of their 
business. 

At our last Yearly Meeting, in addition to this, not only those 

_who had joined in these associations, but also such as had not, 
but yet could not, for conscience sake, denounce others therefor, 
were, by special act of the meeting, deprived of any privilege 
in regard to the transaction of any of its important business ; 
and subordinate meetings were advised to pursue the same course 
of conduct down to the most remote and inferior branches; and 
that ostensibly on account of their being opposed to the advice 
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nd travail of the body, while, at the same time, some who were 
he most forward in endeavouring to enforce submission to this 
vice, were of those who were actively engaged in mixed asso- 
jations of a different character, and in supporting, both directly 
nd indirectly, the Colonization scheme, which, as we have 
uready shown, the Yearly Meeting not only advised against, but 
leclared to be unjust and oppressive. In addition to this, it is 
10torious that many of the same class have for several years 
ast stood in open opposition to the advices of the meeting on 
ther important subjects. 

It may be proper here to state, that in order to avoid going 
contrary to the advice of the meeting by mixing with others, - 
ind at the same time be engaged in spreading the concern, &c. 
ereeably to the requisition of the body, several associations were 
ormed in different parts, composed of Friends only, for that 
yurpose. But, to our astonishment, as soon as we had taken 
his course, leading members of society, active opponents to 
nixed associations, “declared this to be more objectionable than 
he other. It was said that in Society, in meetings for discipline 
were the places to labour in this cause. 

This we readily admit to be correct, so far as relates to a 
reformation in society only. But recently, when this has been 
ittended to, and the state of Society represented to the Yearly 
Meeting, although bound by discipline and all previous usage, 
8 well as the very nature and design of the regulation, to notice 
the deficiencies reported, labouring for their remov al, and to 
form the summary answers to the queries of the materials 
received from the Quarters, and notwithstanding several of these 
reported considerable deficiency in regard to our testimony 
against slavery, yet the meeting, independently, and without 
any regard thereto, most extraordinarily said that “ Friends bear 
a testimony against slavery, as far as appears.” 

According to our discipline relative to this subject, which had 
its origin under the influence of that feeling which instituted the 
first Anti-slavery organization, not only were members prohibited. 
from holding or hiring slaves, and advised to avoid becoming 
executors or administrators to estates where slaves are bequeathed, 
but also recommended not to be accessary to any step whereby 
their bondage might be prolonged; thus evidently opening a 
door for, and inviting the exercise of, a tender conscience ip 
regard to any course of conduct whatever, which we might 
become convinced would have this effect. The African Com- 
mittee, it is known, were appointed to have the care of the con- 
cerns of the people of colour amongst us, on account of the 
disabilities under which they labour, and their liability to be 
kidnapped and carried into slavery. 
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Being aware, upon reflection, that the consumption of the 
proceeds of slavery was the very thing which had reduced this | 
people to a situation demanding the appointment of such a com-_ 
mittee, many Friends, members of this committee, deemed it | 
important, in order to earry out its object, as well as the spirit 
and design of the discipline above cited, that Friends should. 
endeavour to avoid the use of such articles. Accordingly, one | 
branch of the committee forwarded a report to its general 
meeting, treating the subject at some length, showing the impro- 
priety and inconsistency of Friends sustaining a market for such | 
productions But when it was read in that body, it was - 
spurned, it was rejected with manifest bitterness and contempt, 
and the subject prohibited being introduced again into the com+ 
mittee, upon the allegation that it was foreign to its object. | 
Supposing that the subject demanded a serious examination, at - 
least in some department of Society, one of the quarterly meetings | 
in its report forwarded a proposition or request to our last | 
meeting, to take into consideration whether the use of such 
products was not a support to Slavery and the Slave ‘Trade, and - 
whether they were not essentially prize goods; but when it came 
before that body, it refused to take any action whatever upon the 
subject. 

Near the commencement of our last Yearly Meeting, a rule 
was adopted, that no person who stood in opposition to the advice | 
and travail of the body should be appointed on any important 
business in the meeting; but it was evidently intended to be 
applied exclusively to those favorable to the Anti-Slavery enter- 
prise ; for the next day, when an important committee was to be | 
appointed, a Friend was named who had recently contributed 
in a pecuniary point of view to the support of the Colonization | 
Society, which being known to some of our friends, the circum- 
stance was referred to, in a manner showing the inconsistency of 
confirming such a nomination, with the rule adopted, seeing his 
conduct was ‘not only altogether contrary to the advice of a for- 
mer meeting, but also, unlike that of Anti-Slavery Friends, of 
such a character as to encourage that which had been declared 
thereby to be “unjust and oppressive.” But the nomination was 
promptly sustained by those who still retain their place and 
influence ; they wished the Friend to serve the meeting as pro- 
posed. It was then publicly observed, that if, with the informa- 
tion received, the meeting should persevere in the course it 
seemed to be taking, it must be taken for granted that its former 
advice against aiding the Colonization scheme was now rescinded ; 
to all of which the meeting deigned not to reply, but immedi- | 
ately progressed onward with its business. | 


| 
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Henry Clay, the great champion of the proslavery Whig party, 
imd intended candidate for the ensuing Presidency of the 
Jnited States—the President of the American Colonization 
Society—the slave holder and duelist, whilst on an electioneer- 
ng tour to the state of Indiana, attended a public meeting at 
zichmond, in the time of Yearly Meeting, word being given 
mut that it was his intention to attend the public meeting of 
friends on first day. His meeting was held on the day imme- 
liately preceding this, at which time a petition was presented . 
0 him, with near two thousand signatures appended, requesting 
um to give liberty to those of his fellow beings whom he had 
ong deprived of their just and inalienable rights. In the course 
f£ his reply to this request, he said, “I own about fifty slaves. 
_consider them as my property. We have an idea that what- 
ver the law secures as property 1s property.” He owned that 
lavery was an evil, “but,” said he, “the slaves must be prepared 
or freedom before they can receive that great boon; they must 
tave moral cultivation. The Society of Friends take the right 
tand in relation to this subject,” &c. After this, a few Friends, 
n behalf of those who desired to “retain their place and influ- 
nee,” took an opportunity to inform him that “the Society had 
io hand in getting up this petition—they had no unity with its 
yresentation—it was the work of a few abolitionists,” or words 
0 this effect. ‘The clerk of the Meeting, on first-day morning, 
ook him in his carriage to meeting, Friends taking care to seat 
lim in one of the most conspicuous places in the house. After 
he close of the meeting, men and women, ministers and elders, 
athered round him in the ministers’ gallery, giving the strongest 
vidence by their introductions and salutations of the high 
stimation in which they held him; he in return taking care to 
eturn the compliment with all the etiquette for which he is 
amed. | 

In order properly to estimate the whole of this transaction, it 
hould be remembered that Henry Clay was only a private man. 
‘rue he was an office seeker, but not an office holder. We were 
nder no obligation to him as a ruler. Impartial justice, there- 
ore, would have required just such treatment toward him, when 
oming into our assemblies, as we would mete out to the “ poor 
ian in vile raiment” with the same grade of moral character ; 
therwise “we are partial in ourselves and become judges of evil 
10ughts, and are convinced of the law as transgressors.” Now 
2e the contrast. 

At the time of Yearly Meeting in 1841, Charles C. Burleigh, 
n eminent philanthropist from the East, came to Richmond on 
Mission to plead the cause of equal and impartial justice—to 
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plead | the cause of millions of our innocent suffering brethren 
and sisters in bonds, who are not permitted to plead for them- 
selves. But. this man was treated with indignity—with utter 
contempt. He wished to hold meetings in and about Richmond 
—Friends closed their meeting-house doors against him, th 
doors of the public houses in town were closed also, and he was 
mobbed in the open street whilst addressing the people. He is 
a man of irreproachable character. 

Thus it is evident, so far as an extensive tissue of facts and 
circumstances can establish, and so far as the fruit of a tree can 
manifest its character, that the influence by which the Yearly 
Meeting is now governed is pro-slavery, and that unsoundnes 
lies at the bottom of the opposition with which we have. been 
assailed. Various, however, are the grounds of this opposition 
with different individuals, and much too complicated to be fully, 
deseribed in our limits. But that which we doubt not is occu- 
pied by the greater number, is plainly alluded to in the following, 
extract from the Epistle of Advice of 1841:—“Thus maintaining 
our peaceable and christian principles in unbreken harmony, we, 
shall, we believe, be enabled, as way opens, more availing to plead 
the cause of this much injured race of our fellow-men, and retain, 
the place and influence which, as a Society, we have heretofore ha 
with the rulers of the land.” 

The rulers of our land, being such as have been chosen by ai 
pro-slavery community, are consequently opposed to the Anti- 
Slavery cause. ‘They hate it—they despise it. Hence it is; 
rightly judged impossible to retain a place and influence with, 
such men, and hold any connexion therewith: it is indeed too; 
unpopular. i 

This leads us to notice some of the circumstances said to exist 
in England, and not in America, which renders it right to join) 
with others in the promotion of the Anti-Slavery cause in that) 
country, whilst in this an opposite course is necessary. ~ In order; 
to carry out the proscriptive and disfranchising measures tc; 
which we have referred, a large committee was appointed in the; 
Yearly Meeting, and one in the select body, to attend subordi | 
nate meetings, “These have made éonsiderable progress in the, 
work. In one of .the Quarterly Meetings, in their labours t¢| 
prove a difference of circumstances between the two countries) 
it was observed that in “ England it was the wealthy and influ 
ential part of the community, with which Friends associated | 
the reverse of what was in practice in this country.” And again, 
“that it was those in the foremost ranks of society i 
Friends who engaged in the work there,” and consequently thay 
it was the opposite class who had undertaken it here. ih alt 
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1is, do we not clearly see that the cross has become a stumbling 
lock? Wealth and influence, or in other words, power, makes 
ight. The full developement of this principle, truly is that 
pon which the whole system of American Slavery stands. 
Vhat has become of the self-denying example and the uncom- 
romising zeal of a Fox, a Barclay, a Penn, or of the whole band 
f pioneers in the reformation they commenced, with these their 
ighly- professing successors, in a reform of no less importance to 
ie welfare of the human family ? 

Is it thus by yielding to the prejudice, or accommodating our- 
slves to the corrupt views and sentiments of those around us, 
r by conniving at their unhallowed deeds, that we should seek 
» promote the cause of truth and righteousness in the earth ? 
n an interview which some of us had with this committee, one 
rho stands about at the. head of the opposition observed, that 
the Anti-Slavery Societies were almost universally hated, 
specially in the South; and that if Friends should connect them- 
slves therewith, ministers of our society could have no influence 
ith the Slave-holders, nor even travel safely among them. In 
ie exercise of his gift, if he should feel it his duty to go to the 
Juth on a gospel mission, he wished to be so situated as to have 
ome influence, and be in no danger of molestation whilst there.” » 

This objection is a very common one, and it seems to be 
eemed proof positive that it is well grounded, when they can 
efer to the friendly reception of a visit from those who are 

posed to these societies, evidently being unmindful of or dis- 
egarding the Scripture declaration: ‘*woe unto you when all 
xen shall speak well of you, for so did their fathers to the false 
rophets.” 

In accordance with the sweeping system of virtual disown- 
1ent to which we have referred, eight members of the Meeting 
or Sufferings were reported to the Yearly Meeting as unfit for 
he station, under the vague charge of disqualification. And 
he committee continued to make further report, if other obnox- 
dus members should be found. It should constantly be borne 
a mind, that the professed cause of the adoption of these pro- 
criptive measures, was that of some Friends going contrary to 
he advice and travail of the body; and surely a disregard of 
he general code of discipline should not be considered of less 
mportance. ‘That discipline authorizes the Meeting for Suffer- 
ags to suggest the removal of members of that body, only in 
onsequence of their declining or greatly neglecting the attend- 
nee of said Meeting; and as the members alluded to were 
mong the most regular attendants thereof, we cannot but regard 
hese proceedings as altogether arbitrary; for admitting the 
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Yearly Meeting to have the power to make or change aan 
at pleasure, (as was observed) yet nothing of the kind has ever 
been done, without making such a special object of consideration. 
And besides this, it should be remembered that the Meeting for 
Sufferings is a subordinate meeting, but yet it reported those 
members as disqualified, contrary to the plain letter of the disci-_ 
pline, and was sustained therein by the Yearly Meeting. 
When this subject came before the meeting, one of those shut 
presented, made request in their behalf in an humble and feeling 
manner, that the minute should state the cause of their disqua- 
lification,—it was their due,—justice demanded it. But this” 
request, although reasonabie asit was, was refused to be granted 
by the ruling “party. Thus they were publicly charged with 
that which merited ejection from that body, and yet deprived 
of knowing in what it consisted, as to any official informa 
But to return to our narrative respecting the Yearly Meeting’s 
committee, and that from the select body: the work assigned | 
them is now under rapid progress. Ministers and elders who do 
not abandon the anti-slavery societies, or turn their hand against 
such as do not, or in other words, unite with the “advice anc 
travail of the Body,” are, by special direction, to be removed from 
their stations. Navedabily to the course adopted and most stre- | 
nuously adhered to by the yearly meeting, these committees have | 
endeavored to prohibit any examination of the subject, except 
on their own side. They have invariably manifested a disposi- 
tion in meetings, not to hear the reasons we would advance in’ 
our behalf. In short, like’ the poor victims for which we plead, 
we are not permitted to plead for ourselves. 
When we take into consideration the awful state of publig? 
affairs in these United States, produced through the predomi- | 
nance of the slave holding principle, and when by the visible 
signs of the times, we are warned that the period cannot be very 
- distant when slavery will be abolished, either by peaceful legis-' 
lation or in the midst of violence and blood, (“ for the needy’ 
_ shall not always be forgotton: the expectation of the poor shall 
not perish forever,”) and when we turn in our minds to all the 
noble and mighty achievements wrought through the agency of 
Anti-Slavery Societies, from the first efforts of Clarkson and his 
coadjutors to the final completion of British West India eman-' 
cipation, including the efforts of similar societies in this country, 
by which the foul institution was abolished in seven of the 
original states, and when we reflect upon the vast amount of 
anti-slavery feeling at the present time in the United States) 
created through ‘hiede instrumentalities, and that the State a 
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vakened without our assistance, the question arises, can we 
an abandon the cause, and be clear of our brother’s blood >— 
e cannot. 
‘This question being decided, the next is, is it better for us to 
fer ourselves to be separately disowned, and scattered abroad, 
be deprived of the comforts, consolations and preserving 
luence of church fellowship, or to avail ourselves of our indis- 
table right to form a religious society in which we can enjoy 
xse privileges. The answer to this inquiry, we apprehend 
ist be obvious to every sober and reflecting person, who has 
y confidence in the usefulness of religious society. Conse- 
ently, we have deemed it our duty to adopt the latter alterna- 
‘e. Many of us have for a considerable time labored with 
ach anxious solicitude for the restoration or conversion of 
wy of our brethren in society, to soundness of judgment and 
rity of principle in regard to this subject ; and as long as any 
or of hope was left unclosed, that this object could be effected, 
| have been made willing to suffer all the contumely they have 
2n meet to pour upon us: but by the proceedings already 
‘erred to, we have from all appearances been completely shut 
t from any access to the feelings and consciences of a large 
mber of our fellow members, who have thereby been taught 
look upon us as transgressors, lying under the just and merited 
asure of the society, and of course unworthy of their confidence 
d fellowship. And now taking into consideration the natural 
d legitimate consequences to the bleeding bondman’s cause, 
rich must result from this unceasing and increasing opposition 
its advocates, and that by thus remaining in a formal con- 
xion, even if we could, under present circumstances, we should 
ve countenance to its unrighteous and anti-christian course ; 
d also reflecting upon the situation in which the society here 
involved, through the prevalence of that spirit which rejects 
at most necessary and salutary advice of our discipline, to 
wnage the affairs of society in the spirit of meekness and wis- 
m, with decency, forbearance, and love to each other; which 
sues advices, and renders them equivalent to positive injunc- 
ms, without listening to, or in many instances even suffering 
e exhibition of the evidence of truth against the propriety of 
eir adoption, by a fair and candid examination thereof; which 
ases the ear against the claims of bleeding humanity, by refus- 
g to look into the subject of consuming the produce of the 
ave’s toil, and the necessary tendency which such a practice 
is to perpetuate his sufferings; which will not allow liberty of 
uscience in the performance of so obvious a duty, as that of 
\iting with our fellow citizens in endeavoring to interest the 
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community in behalf of the bondman, and which tramples t 
discipline and order of society under foot, in order to canna 









righteous Ce and in order to clear ourselves fo any pat is 
cipation in the evils and guilt which would be the unavoidable 
consequence of the influence which-our remaining in connection, 
therewith would wield against the cause of humanity, publicly, 
to separate ourselves from that body, to obey the Seripture. 
injunction, “Come out of her, my people, that ye be not 
partakers of her sins, and that ye receive not of her plagues.” 

We wish not to be understood, as denying that there is any, 
Anti-Slavery feeling among the members of the Yearly Meeting, 
from which we have now seceded. On the contr ary, we doub: 
not but that many of them are. desirous to promote immediate, 
and unconditional emancipation, and are only restrained from 
active labours in the cause, by the proscriptive measures of thy, 
“body” so called; measures which have been brought abow, 
chiefly by the agency of those individuals, who, we believe, are, 
too anxious to “ retain a place and influence with the rulers o, 
the land.” Our opposers have argued for, and some who haye; 
appeared to be strong abolitionists, seem to have adopted thc, 
doctrine, that it is the duty of members to yield obedience to thy 
authority of the Yearly Meeting, even when its requisitions ari, 
contrary to their own convictions of what is right. Such we, 
conceive to be in a very precarious situation, and in danger 0, 
quenching the Spirit, in order to obey the body. And we woul, 
recommend to, their serious consideration an excellent saying 4 
Wm. Pepn:— ‘i, 

“T abhor two principles in religion, and pity them that owl, 
them. ‘The first is, obedience upon authority, without convie 
tion; and the other, destroying them that differ from us, fo, 
God’s sake. Such a religion is without judgment, though no| 
without teeth ; union is best, if right; else, charity.” 

With entire consciousness of our innocence, and the justic\ 
of our cause, we, in humble confidence in the protection of th, 
God of the oppressed, submit that cause to him who judget. 
righteously. A 











The committee appointed yesterday, to draft an address to th, 
different Yearly Meetings of Friends, prepared them as require. 
with the exception of one to that of Indiana, which was thougl,| 
not necessary at the present time; which were apPrOvai an) 
the clerk directed to sign them on behalf of the meeting. — 


That to London Yearly Meeting is as follows :— : pi 
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TO NEXT YEARLY MEETING OF FRIENDS IN LONDON. 
'EAR FRIENDS, 

Under a feeling sense of the responsibility resting on us, in 
msequence of the peculiar situation in which we are placed, 
id the measures which we have believed ourselves obliged to 
lopt, in order to secure the privileges of religious society, of 
hich we have been deprived by what -we consider to be the 
*bitrary proceedings of the Yearly Meeting of which we have 
sretofore been members, we feel that it itl be but an act of 
indour and justice to address you, in order to make you 
squainted with some of the circumstances which have led us 
' the disagreeable necessity of separating from our former reli- 
lous connexion, and associating ourselves together as a distinct 
‘ligious organization. All we ask of you is, that you will hear 
; with that candour with which we address you, judge of the 
ropriety of our conduct impartially and in the light of truth, 
id then to extend to us that treatment which you conceive to 
due. We think that, by a careful examination of the whole 
ise, you will readily perceive that we were placed in such a 
tuation, that we could not enjoy our religious privileges in our 
rmer connexion, except at the expense of our principles, ‘and 
iat in order to remain in that Society, we were required to 
ease to act in accordance with our conscientious belief of 
quired duty. As we could not consent to these conditions, 
‘e were reduced to the necessity of choosing either to suffer 
urselves to be scattered abroad, and to'lose the preserving’ and 
rengthening influences of religious society altogether, or to 
ike the steps that we have taken, and establish a Society among 
urselves, in which we can enjoy those inestimable privileges. | 

To us it appeared clear, that we were not only justifiable in 
ursuing the latter course, but that it was our imperious duty so_ 
»do. We were evidently deprived of our religious privileges 
1, and about to be driven out of our own house, (to speak figu- 
utively), and in order to shelter ourselves from the inclemen- 
ies of the weather, we have been obliged to prepare another. — 
et not this figure be misrepresented. It relates only to the 
rganization of the church, upon the true principles, testimonies, 
nd discipline of the Society of Friends. 

We feel, beloved Friends, that we have -a strong claim upon 
ou for sympathy, for countenance, and encouragement, inas- 
uch as we have been brought into our present situation, in 
onsequence of pursuing a course of conduct which we believed 
ras required at our units: and in which we have been encou- 
aged by your repeated and earnest advice, and the example of 
1e most prominent, virtuous, and infiuential members ‘of your 
ieeting. The nn. Baca cause throughout the world is 
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identical. It is true that its advocates do not all agree precisel: 
as to the best measures to be used in carrying it forward; bu 
we have no knowledge of any measures advocated by any bod: 
of abolitionists, that are inconsistent with your practice. # 
large portion of them believe in the use of what is terme 
“moral suasion,” to the exclusion of political action; whil 
another class believe in and practise both. And if we are cor 
rectly informed, our Friends on your side of the water als 
make use of both these instrumentalities. But if it were eve1 
the case, that a portion of the organized associations did advo 
cate and practice measures which are impolitic, inconsistent, ©. 
immoral, would that be a sufficient reason for deserting the 
cause? The absurdity of this course will be evident, when ws 
reflect that this objection would be just as strong against identi 
fying ourselves with any of the church organizations for the 
promotion of Christianity. For it is evident that some of then 
advocate and practice things which we believe are radicall} 
wrong. 

We earnestly desire that our dear brethren of your Yearly 
Meeting may not be misled by the specious but absurd objection 
that circumstances in the two countries render it right fo! 
Friends in England to join in the Anti-Slavery enterprise 
while it is wrong for us in America to do the same thing. You 
may rest assured that the objections and arguments used her 
against the practice, are just as strong on one side of the wate! 
as the other; and our opposers, by condemning us, virtually con. 
demn you; and indeed some do not hesitate to censure you: 
Anti-Slavery conduct in direct terms. When we reflect tha 
your meeting has contributed largely to the funds of an Anti. 
Slavery Society, composed of Friends and others, thus givin; 
such associations the most unequivocal evidence of its approbay 
tion; and that in this country the Yearly Meeting has take: 
the most energetic measures to put down all its members wh; 
unite in such associations, and even those who have not s 
united, but are not prepared to unite with those proscriptiv 
measures, and to exclude the cause and its advocates from ou 
meeting houses, thus depriving them in many places of th 
opportunity of pleading the cause of the poor and needy; th 
conviction is forced upon us, that there is a radical error in th 
conduct of your Yearly Meeting, or of the old Yearly Meetin, 
of Indiana. | 

The contrast is exhibited in a glaring manner in the fact 
connected with the proposed World’s Convention to be held i} 
London in sixth month next. The call for delegates was signec| 
as you know, by an esteemed member of your meeting as-chait 
man of the Executive Committee of the British and Foreign Anti | 
Slavery Society; and for responding to that call, for taking parti 












= 


Epistle to neat London Yearly Meeting. 23 


pointing a delegate in compliance with that call, Friends 
re who thus acted, and the Friend who received the appoint- 
mt, are obnoxious to severe censure. Now, can the Friends 
10 were instrumental in making that call, when they meet in 
2 capacity of the Yearly Meeting of London, take any steps 
1ich shall, even by implication, cast censure on that delegate, 
d when they meet in the World’s Convention, receive him 
th cordiality, as they will be bound to do ? We cannot, we 
Ul not believe that our dear friends will act thus incon- 
tently, and by discountenancing us, give the severest blow 
the Anti-Slavery cause in this country which it has ever 
ceived. 

In the important measures which we have adopted, we put 
r confidence in the great Head of the church, and in the prin- 
oles of immutable truth. We know the Lord can save by many 
“by few; and we believe in the truth of the promise of the 
ivine Master, “ where two or three are gathered together in 
y name, there am I in the midst of them.” ‘Though we may, 
ce our holy Redeemer, be “ despised and rejected of men,” yet 
the Lord seeth not as man seeth ; man judgeth by the outward 
pearance, but the Lord looketh at the heart.” 

‘For a more full statement of our case, we refer you to the 
claration issued by this meeting; a copy of which we here- 
th send you. 

‘With the salutation of our love, we remain your friends. 





YEARLY MEETING’S MINUTES CONTINUED. 


‘The Committee appointed to take into consideration the time 
\d place of holding this meeting in future, agree to propose that 
ie Yearly Meeting be held on the first second day in the ninth 
ionth; the Meeting for Sufferings on sixth day, and the Meet- 
ie of Ministers and Elders on seventh day preceding ; all at 
even o'clock: which we submit to the Meeting. 

: Signed on behalf of the Committee, 

| Rosert GREEN, 

: BruiaH Pucker. 
|The Report of the Committee being united with, the Meetings 
ere established accordingly. 

The following Friends were appointed to join a similar Com- 
‘ittee from Women’s Meeting, in advising and assisting Anti- 
layery Friends within our limits, in setting up and establishing 
ich meetings as are recognized in the discipline and order of 
ur Society, viz.:— 
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Isom Puckett, Jacob Grave, Joseph Thornburgh, | 
Charles Osborn, Newton Stubbs, Abraham Hunt, — 
James Maulsby, Jonathan Hough, Seth Hinshaw, 
Mordecai Bond, Enoch Macy, Jacob Hockett, 
Aaron Lindley, Benjamin Stanton, — William Place, 
Daniel Puckett, John H. Bond, Lewis Wooton, } 
Jonathan Swain, Hl. H. Way, William Way, ( 
William Locke, William Ballinger, Levi Coffin, and a 
George Shugart, jun. Stephen Bogue, Tarlton Moorman. | 
William Beard, Zachariah Shugart, i 
Samuel Charles, Walter Edgerton, 
Benjamin Stanton, Wm. Locke, Robert. Green, John ra 
Bond, David M’Racken, H. H. Way, Thomas Maxwell, an/’ 





Walter Edgerton were appointed, in conjunction with a simila, 
committee from women’s meeting, to prepare an address to th’ 
Anti-Slavery Friends within our limits, and produce it to i 
future sitting. j 

Nathaniel Swain, Bailey Pearson, Wm. Locke, Joel Hay, 
worth, Micajah C. White, Barnabas Hunt, John Lacy, J onathar 
Hough, John Shugart, Cyrus Puckett, Zachariah Shugart, an 
Seth Hinshaw were appointed to propose a plan for raisin! 
tend Meeting stock, and a Friend for treasurer for this meet 

g, to a future sitting. 
me adjourned, to meet at 11 o’clock to-morrow morning. | 
















Sixth day morning, 2nd month 10th, Friends assembled nea 
the hour adjourned to. | 

The committee appointed to propose a plan for raising Yearl 
Meeting stock, and to nominate a treasurer for this meetings 
proposed Samuel Charles, and that Friends enter into a fre 
subscription for that purpose ; which was united with, and h 
accordingly appointed to that service; and Thomas Maxwel 
Solomon Talbert, Tideman Jessop, Robert Green, Hezekia 
Hutchens, Tarlton Moorman, Stephen Bogue, Mordecai Bon, 
Nathan Coggeshall, Joseph Comer, Newton Stubbs, Aaron Linc 
ley, Levi Stout, Pleasant Hunt, Nathan Hiatt, Seth Hindshay 
Jacob Grave, Amos Bond, Bailey Pearson, Zachariah Shugar, 
and Clarkson Puckett, were appointed to open such subscri 
tions in the different neighbourhoods of Anti-Slavery _ Friend 
in order to raise sufficient funds to defray the necessary expens 
of the meeting the ensuing year, and directed to forward whi 

may be obtained as early as practicable to Samuel Charle, 
Treasurer, and report to next Yearly meeting. 

Those appointed to prepare an address to the Anti-Slaver 
Friends within our limits, produced one; which was approve | 
and earnestly recommended to the serious attention of ie 
to whom it is directed. 
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TO ANTI-SLAVERY FRIENDS OF INDIANA YEARLY MEETING. » 
ir Friends, 

n the love of the everlasting gospel, that love which desires 
present and eternal welfare of the whole human family, we 
te you, and wish to encourage you to faithfulness in every 
d word and work. 


is many of you have not been with us at this time, a wit- . 


3 for yourselves the unanimity, the harmony, and _ brotherly 
descension by which our deliberations have been conducted, 
above all, the holy solemnity which has covered our assem- 
we would say for your encouragement, that the overshadow- 
canopy of Divine regard has evidently been felt to cover us, 
in reverent humility and self abasedness we wish to 
‘ibe all the praise to Him who has thus favoured us with his 
7 presence, to the confirming of our souls in the belief that 
thus assembling together has been owned by Him. 
tis only by a faithful discharge of known duty that we can 
mtitled to hear the joyful language addressed to us, “well 
e, thou good and faithful servant, thou hast been faithful over . 
w things, [ will make thee ruler over many things, enter 
i into the joy of thy Lord.” Our separation from the Yearly 
sting with which we have heretofore been connected, .(some 
‘he reasons for which may be found in the “ Declaration” 
ed by this meeting, and-in various other documents which 
before the public,) has not been made without due reflection 
| much anxious inquiry, with breathings of soul for proper 
ction in our tried situation, and strength to perform our duty, 
/our sufferings in consequence thereof be what they may. 
| opposers, who have been instrumental in promoting those 
sures by which we have been driven to the necessity of 
ng the important step, have urged upon us the doctrine of 
wrdination to the Yearly Meeting as unlimited in its applica- 
on ; that.we are bound by the decisions of that body in all 
s whatever. ‘This doctrine we hold to be an absurdity very 
rly bordering upon the papal heresy of infallibility. 
‘or it is clearly a divine truth that we are bound “to obey 
Lrather than man.” And to contend that we are absolutely 
nd to obey the decrees of any man or body of men, is to 
vend for the doctrine of infallibility. The true doctrine of 
ordination we conceive to be this;—the members of the 
‘rch are bound to be in subordination to its decisions, while it 
under the influence of the Holy Spirit; because its acts, 
Bn Se directed, are infallible ; and consequently in accordance 
‘1 the Divine law. To assume that the Yearly Meeting acted 
ver the Divine direction, in requiring us to cease our labours 
jhe Anti-Slavery cause, is but to beg the question. It is 
ming, without proof, the very thing that we deny, and which 
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we think 3 is abundantly proved to be incorrect, by the contrad 
tory and arbitrary measures that have been adopted in relati 
to this subject. If it be admitted that the Yearly Meeting m 
err, the whole doctrine of unqualified submission to its de 
sions falls to the ground. If the doctrine contended for by c 
opposing friends be true, that it is the duty of members to st 
mit even to those decrees of their church which require th 
to refrain from that which they firmly believe God requires 

their hands, or to do that which they as firmly believe He f 
bids, then it is clear that all who have at any time testifi 
against what they believed to be the errors of their respecti 
churches, have been in error. We much desire that none 

our Anti-Slavery Friends may be carried away by this specic 
but extremely dangerous doctrine, to the conclusion that it 
their duty to submit to the requirements of the body, thou 
they know them to be wrong. Though the unity of the b: 
thren is invaluable, let us remember that that unity which 
purchased by the sacrifice of the truth, or by a dereliction 
duty, is not “the unity of the spirit in the bond of peace,” a 
can be productive of nothing but bitterness in the end. Let 

be subordinate to the truth, and obey the dictates of the Spi 
of truth in their own souls, and this will lead them to the t1 
doctrine of church subordination, which, as we said before, 
submission to the decisions of the church made under the inf 
ence of the spirit of Christ, the great head of the chur 
This, dear friends, is the true doctrine of Friends, and any di 
trine of subordination or submission beyond this proceeds fr 
the spirit of Antichrist. 

We wish also to warn our Friends against the fallacious id 
that they can refrain from their Anti- Slavery labors with 
sacrificing their principles. When our opposers tell you t. 
they do not wish you to sacrifice your principles, believe th 
not. If you are actuated by true Anti-Slavery principles, t tl 
will lead you to Anti-slavery action; and you cannot cease fr 
the latter, without sacrificing the former. Could the apa, 
have ceased from their labors—could they have used their in! 
ence to discourage those who were labouring in the cause, 
shutting the temple and the synagogues against them, thus ; 
venting them, to the extent of their power, from all opportur 
of spreading the religion of Jesus—could they have decline: 
associate with their fellow Christians, or attend Christian m« 
ings, without sacrificing their principles? If they could, then. 
we comply with the requirements of Indiana Yearly Meet 
of Friends, without sacrificing our Anti-Slavery princiy 
We are frequently told that we are not censured for being ab 
tionists. 'The absurdity of this assertion is as great as it we 
have been for the father of William Penn to have told him‘ 


| 


{| 


of Indiana Yearly Meeting. ieee. 


#1 not turn him out of doors for being a Quaker ; or for the 

rs when they were chained to the stake, surrounded with 

jad faggot, to have been told that they. were not thus perse- 

on account of their religion. Suppose, however, we could 

! our active exertions in behalf of the Anti-Slavery cause, 

etain our principles; what would they be worth? Like 

without works, they would be dead. If all the people in 

Inited States were abolitionists of this kind, of what advan- 

would their abolition be to the suffering slave, writhing in 
y and clanking his chains, or to our guilty country, reeling 

id fro like a drunken man, under the judgments of an 

ded God ? 

2 have long believed that the time will come, when the 

m of American slavery will be abolished, either in mercy 

judgment ; and, from the signs of the times, we are strongly 

1ed to the opinion that the time draweth nigh. The ears 

e Lord are open to the crying of the poor and the sighing 

e needy. He hath seen, he hath seen the affliction of his 

le, and he hath heard their groaning; and we verily believe 

ath come down to deliver them. We are deeply impressed 

the conviction, that the hand of the Lord is manifest in the 

mt Anti-slavery enterprise—that it is his offer of mercy to 

ity land, which, if it be rejected, may be the last. And how 

‘he may turn his hand in judgment upon us, none of us 

vy. Undera view of these solemn considerations, we feel an 

iL responsibility resting on us, and are impressed with the 

Ssity of a conscientious discharge of our duty in regard to 

matter; being well assured that a bare belief of the sinful- 

of slavery, without the necessary action, will not abolish 

system, save our country from judgment, nor ourselves from 

d-cuiltiness. Let us all then, dear friends, be willing to do, 

he advancement of this great cause, whatever our hand find- 
to do, and to do it with our might; looking for success in 

labours to the blessing of Him who alone can prosper the 
x of our hands. For we well know that without such bless- 
all our efforts will be unsuccessful. “Except the Lord 
d the house, they labour in vain that build it; except the 
1 keep the city, the watchman waketh but in vain.” 

nd now, dear brethren and sisters, suffer, we beseech you, 

word of exhortation. Be increasingly careful to maintain 
illied all the doctrines and testimonies of the gospel, as we . 
2 received them to hold up to the world. Manifest, by a 
‘life and conversation, that you are truly devoted to the 
se of your holy Redeemer. Let not the world, nor its 
rements, entice you from the true simplicity of the gospel, 
,all around you may have the evidence, that while you are 
aged in the lawful concerns of time, and in the promotion of 









_the reformation of the world, your treasure is in heaven. « Des | 
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beloved, avenge not yourselvés, but rather give place unto wrat 
«As much as “lieth in you, live peaceably with all men,” and e 
nesily seek after and cultivate that heavenly disposition, wh 
will enable you to pray for your enemies, and in truth and s 
cerity to say, “Father, forgive them, they know not w, 
they do.” | 





MINUTES CONCLUDED. 


The meeting, feeling a deep interest in the promotion of 1 
Anti-slavery cause, entered into a subscription to raise mor 
toaid the State Anti-slavery Society, in defraying the expei 
of its delegate to the World’s Anti-slavery Convention, to 
held in Londons in the 6th month next, and the sum of one hund, 
and thirty-nine dollars twelve and one-half cents was subscribi 
and Friends in their different neighbourhoods were encourage¢ 
be liberal in contributing for that purpose, and forward to\ 
treasurer what may be subscribed, who is directed to pay it 0 
to the Executive Committee of that Society. 

The African committee proposed to the meeting, that it ahd 
direct Friends to enter into free subscriptions, in their differ 
settlements, to aid in defraying the expenses of the Committ 
which was approved, and Friends accordingly requested 
attend thereto, and forward what may be raised to Levi Caf 
treasurer of that Committee. 

The following Friends were appointed to act as correspo 
ents on behalf of this meeting, viz: H. H. Way, Daniel Paok 
and Benjamin Stanton. 

The Meeting for Sufferings is directed to take charge of 
the minutes and documents adopted by this meeting; to m} 
such verbal alterations in them as it may think necessary; 





-arrange them in proper order for printing, with the except 


of those directed to the Yearly Meetings on the American co} 
nent, and the one to that of Dublin; to have one thousand eo} 
struck, in pamphlet form: to distribute them throughout 
limits; and defray the expense by a draft on the treasury. 
The meeting now having transacted much important busini 
such as appeared absolutely-necessary in our situation, and h 
ing through the whole course thereof experienced the pre 
lence of much unity and harmony in our deliberations, ; 
having been favoured to feel our spirits much refreshed toget] 
by the consolations vouchsafed to us through the love of ¢ 
shed abroad in our hearts by his Holy Spirit, now comes { 
solemn conclusion, to meet again at the time and place age 
“upon, in the 9th month next, if the Lord permit. 
Signed in 1 and: on behalf of the meeting aforesaid. 
ee WALTER EDGERTON, = 
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